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Leaf Diseases Appear
The abundant rain in April and May made for the development of many plant leaf diseases. It is too late to apply a protectant for some of these diseases. Others may continue to develop over the summer and applying a fungicide can help. Proper watering is the best action one can take to aid in healthy plants.
Tomatoes have started earlier than normal with any of a number of diseases. Black or brown spots on the leaves could be signs of Septoria Leaf Spot, Early Blight or Bacterial Spot. Keeping leaves dry by applying water to the soil and spacing for air to move among plants is important. Protective treatments for Septoria and Early Blight may help if the leaves remain wet.  Maneb or chorothalonil are options for managing these diseases. Follow the label for it to work best. 

My susceptible roses got hit by black spot. I had treated them with a systemic fungicide earlier. Most leaves on my roses have fallen off. Nursing them back as they produce new leaves is important. Keeping leaves dry and protected with any labeled fungicide is preferred. Dry summer conditions reduce the need to treat.
High temperatures and humidity triggers brown patch in the lawn. This leaf disease turns them brown. It starts as small patches which can get large if conditions continue. Treatment is generally not needed other than to keep the green appearance. Most turf will green back up as the conditions change.

A leaf disease called powdery mildew got a hold of many peonies this year. It is too late to use a fungicide to reduce it. Fortunately, most powdery mildew is cosmetic and won’t harm most plants. Removal of the leaves in the fall and disposed of is the recommendation.
Cherry leaf spot is a leaf disease that may affect cherry trees this summer. Apply a protective treatment of Captan if moist conditions occur. The product label will give instructions on use.

Plant leaves make the food to grow and keep our plants healthy. Some leaf diseases reduce plant health. In these cases, take the necessary precautions.
You can find out more information on gardening by going to Riley County’s K-State Research and Extension website at www.riley.ksu.edu/  And you may contact Gregg Eyestone at the Riley County office of K-State Research and Extension by calling 537-6350 or stopping by 110 Courthouse Plaza in Manhattan or e-mail: geyeston@ksu.edu
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