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Manhattan, KS 66502     4-H Info: 4hinfo@rileycountyks.gov 

785-537-6350      Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 7:30 am to 5 pm 

        Friday 7:30 am to noon 

RILEY COUNTY  

4-H NEWSLETTER 

2025-2026 4-H Enrollment and Re-Enrollment 

4-H Enrollment opened on October 1 and is done via 4-H Online.  If you have 
forgotten your password, 4-H Online can set you up with a temporary one. If you 
have forgotten your email log-in, PLEASE do not create a second account. Contact 
Brandy and she can assist you. The deadline to enroll and update projects is May 1.  

4-H Project Day Ideas?...Let us Know. 
 

Riley County 4-H is currently looking for passionate individuals to host project days 
during the next year.  Do you have a skill or hobby you would be willing to share with 
other 4-Hers across the county?   In addition, we are always looking for touring ideas 
for 4-Hers and families.  Contact Brandy or John if this is of interest,  785-537-6350.  

Mark Your Calendar Plant Science 4-Hers! 

There will be free growing media for container gardens to be given out on       
Saturday, April 25, 2026. While it lasts. There will be some containers available or 
plan to bring your own. The pick up will be at the fair grounds near or in the Wreath 
barn where the garage sales take place. Stop-by between 8:30 – 11 am. There may be 
some plants and seeds available that would go in the containers. Yet to be determined.   

Fair Royalty Program 

Please encourage older 4-H members to apply!  Applications are available NOW.  Fill 
one out today by visiting www.riley.ksu.edu (4-H → Forms/Resources → Other      
Resources). Contact the office if you have any questions.  Applications should be 
email to Kelly Wendland (wendland@twinvalley.net ) by  Friday, May 1, 2026. Inter-
views will be June 10. 

 

ENROLL in 
Riley County  

4-H TODAY  

https://v2.4honli
ne.com/ 

Spring Livestock and Meats Judging Contests 

Throughout the spring there will be opportunities to attend Livestock and Meats 
judging contests through 4-H. If your 4-H member is interested in being notified of 
these opportunities, reach out to Lindsay @lindsayshorter@ksu.edu 

mailto:brandymarie@ksu.edu
https://v2.4honline.com
http://www.riley.ksu.edu/
mailto:wendland@twinvalley.net
https://v2.4honline.com/
https://v2.4honline.com/
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4-H Council Dates for 2025-2026  

Monday, March 2, 2026; Monday, May 4, 2026; Monday, July 6, 2026; Monday, August 31, 2026.   

Each club is allowed to have 5 voting representatives: 3 youth and 2 adults. 

Importance of attending 4-H Council  

Our Riley County 4-H Council serves as a vital component to our month-to-month programming. Club 
representative to take vital information back and report to their club.  You don’t have a be a Council 
Representative to attend. It is open to all 4-Hers and parents.  We will be serving pizza starting 6:30 pm for 
all 4-H Council meetings.   

UAS Workshop, March 14, 2026, by Central Kansas District 
 

Central Kansas District 4-H is hosting a UAS workshop on March 14, 9:30 am-6:00 pm, at K-State Salina 
Campus. Any 4-H youth across the State aged 7-18 who is interested in UAS is eligible to register. Estimated 
total flight hours required at the time of registration. Youth will be grouped as beginners or experienced based 
on flight hours. 

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3I37gpLlFA7kJ3o 

Deadline: March 9, 2026. If you have any questions, please call 785-309-5850 

 

Spring Break Art and Baking Workshops 

 

Cookies and Cranes  
Tuesday, March 17 
9:00 am to noon 
Pottorf Hall  
$7 per youth 
  

We will be  learning the art of origami and folding paper cranes.  Origami is a paper folding process that 
teaches precision and concentration, as well as critical thinking and problem solving. The Crane is a symbol 
of hope and peace.  Youth will be instructed on the process and technique of Japanese decorative paper 
folding. Bake a variety of thumbprint cookies. Learn about properly measuring ingredients and proper bak-
ing. Please bring a cookie scoop. If you have one to bring, an electric mixer is useful. Cookies can also be 
mixed by hand. 
 

Youth 9 and younger must have 1 adult with them the entire time. Limited to 12 youth (minimum 6). You 
must pay before attending. For more information and to register Register for Cookies and Cranes 
 
Pixel Painting Monkeys  
Wednesday, March 18 
9:00 am to noon 
Pottorf Hall 
$10 per youth 
 
Youth will create a 5X7 stretched canvas pixel painting with acrylic paint and cotton swabs.  We will use a 
cookie cutter to create a shape to pixel paint.  Youth will learn how to brighten and darken colors to create 
different hues. All supplies will be provided. Many of us have enjoyed a sweet, gooey monkey bread, but 
have you ever tried savory monkey bread? Youth will use canned biscuits as a short cut. The monkey bread 
can be made with a variety of savory options including cheese, Italian seasonings,  black pepper cranberries 
and more. All supplies will be provided. 
 
Youth 9 and younger must have 1 adult with them the entire time. Limited to 12 youth (minimum 6). You 
must pay before attending. For more information and to register  Pixel Painting Monkeys 

https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3I37gpLlFA7kJ3o
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/sbgfppx/lp/d638e324-a569-465d-8fb4-12555fbdd58f
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/sbgfppx/lp/d638e324-a569-465d-8fb4-12555fbdd58f
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Take on the Heaviest Onion Challenge for Fair 2026 

Congratulations to Brianna Britt on winning the Largest Pepper Challenge at the 2025 Riley County Fair.  The 
2026 fair will look to host the heaviest onion (any kind) contest. Contact the Riley County Extension office if 
you have any questions,  785-537-6350.  

National 4-H Council Youth in Action Applications Open 
 

The 4‑H Youth in Action (YIA) program celebrates young people who are creating real change in their 
communities. This national program amplifies the stories and leadership of 4-H youth, showcasing how 4-H 
has shaped their lives and equipped them to impact others. To learn more about this opportunity, please visit 
https://4-h.org/programs/4-h-youth-in-action-program/ 

Four Award Winners will receive a(n): 

• $5,000 scholarship for higher education, paid directly to the institution, including two-year and four-year 
colleges, trade schools, or other advanced learning opportunities. 

• Year of professional and media development, training, networking, and national opportunities to serve as a 
spokesperson and thought leader. 

• All expenses paid trips for each award winner and a chaperone to attend national events. 

• Official reference letter from a National 4-H Council leader for educational or career purposes. 
  

Applications are due Monday, April 13, 2026, 11:59 p.m. PST.  To learn more about the program and 
application process, National 4-H Council is hosting two webinars: one for 4-H Professionals (January 28 at 
3:00 p.m. ET) and one for applicants and their parents (March 4 at 7:00 p.m. ET).  To sign up for one of these 
webinars, visit https://4-h.org/programs/4-h-youth-in-action-program/application/.  

4-H Ag Tech Day, April 4, 2026 
 

Kansas 4-H, Kansas State University ID3A (Institute for Digital Agriculture & Advanced Analytics), and 
KCARE (Kansas Center for Agricultural Resources and the Environment) are co-hosting an engaging Ag Tech 
Day at Flickner Innovation Farm in Moundridge, Kansas, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday, April 4.  

This event is geared toward youth in grades 5-12, offering a unique opportunity to explore the farm and learn 
about both new and established technologies that are helping make farm management easier and more efficient 
for producers. A wide variety of stations will be set up around the farm for attendees to visit while they learn 
from presenters. Attendees are welcome to come and go as they please, and snacks will be provided! 

Stations may include: Unmanned aircraft systems and drone technologies, John Deere technologies, Sensors,  
An under canopy robot, Technology for finding and tracking insects 

Registration:  https://bit.ly/AgTechDay 

Ag Tech Day is FREE and open to the public, but registration is required. Please register by Wednesday, April 
1. You can register as an individual or as a group. Group registration allows up to five people at a time. 

Livestock Tagging 2026  

Save the date for goat and sheep tagging on Monday, May 4, from 5-7 pm at the fairgrounds.  Swine tags and 
table tagging forms are now available at the Riley County Extension office. Come by and say hi! Bucket tags 
are also available now.  Check out the graph on page (12).  

https://4-h.org/programs/4-h-youth-in-action-program/
https://4-h.org/programs/4-h-youth-in-action-program/application/
https://bit.ly/AgTechDay
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Leaders and Parents  

Consider in March  

• Check your club mailbox 

• Make sure 4-H Council Reps are attending meetings as voting representatives of your club  

• Start the conversation about exhibiting at county fair with new families  

• Consider hosting a club project meeting  

• Encourage Discovery Days 2026 

• Encourage members to apply for fair royalty (See page 1) 

• Horse ID papers are due June 1 for all horses being exhibited at the Riley County Fair 

• Share the livestock tagging dates/ graph on page (12) 

• Save the date for the “Path to Purple Showmanship Camp” May 30-31 

Save the Date for Spring Into Volunteering 
 

The Association of Kansas 4-H Volunteers is hosting "Spring Into Volunteering" at the K-State Polytechnic 
Campus in Salina on Saturday, April 25. 

Registration will begin at 9 a.m., and the day will conclude at 3 p.m. This is for anyone serving as a 4-H 
Volunteer or considering it! The goal is for volunteers to go home recharged, excited, and ready to try new 
things in their volunteer roles. 

Online registration will be available soon, with a due date of April 15, 2026. Once registration opens, it will be 
shared through the listserv, 4-H Online, and TEAMS. 

Riley County 4-H will cover the cost of anyone wanting to attend this event!  
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Showmanship Camp 2026 

More information will be released later in the spring, but save the date now for the Riley County 4-H "Path to 
Purple Showmanship Camp". This camp will include hands-on sessions focusing on showmanship, getting 
show ready, and project fundamentals. YQCA Class will be taught BOTH DAYS of camp, so save the date on 
your calendar!  

Red Wheel Fundraiser 2026  

Riley County 4-H clubs are selling Red Wheel items as a fundraiser. You can order directly from the Riley 
County 4-Hers, stop by the Riley County Extension Office or order online. https://
fundraisingwebstore.shop.matiries.com/shop-now?sellerId=1014742 All funds raised go to support local club 
initiatives and activities. Thank you for your support of Riley County 4-H! “ 

Judges Training in Concordia  

Are you interested in judging county fair exhibits or just learning more about the judging process as a project 
leader, parent, or Extension staff member? Join us for a Fair Judges Training on Tuesday, April 14, in 
Concordia, Kansas  

There will be training for: Visual Arts, Posters, Notebooks, and Displays, Woodworking, Building Block 
Engineering, Welding, Fashion Revue, Photography, Sewing and Textiles, Robotics, and Aerospace/Rocketry 
Register and learn more here https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0qVodpU6ViVWjv8?Q_CHL=qr 

https://fundraisingwebstore.shop.matiries.com/shop-now?sellerId=1014742
https://fundraisingwebstore.shop.matiries.com/shop-now?sellerId=1014742
https://kstate.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_0qVodpU6ViVWjv8?Q_CHL=qr
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Want to keep practicing your livestock and meats judging skills this spring? The Riley County 4-H has a 
premium account through www.livestockjudging.com and all 4-Her's have access to THOUSANDS of 
practice classes. Follow the instructions to get signed up, and if you have any issues, reach out to Lindsay.  

http://www.livestockjudging.com
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Scholarships Available!! 
Contact Lindsay if interested @lindsayshorter@ksu.edu 
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Contact Lindsay if interested 
@lindsayshorter@ksu.edu 
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Livestock Tagging Made Easy!   

Attached is a grid to help all livestock families understand livestock tagging, registration requirements, and 
YQCA requirements for showing at the Riley County Fair. Please utilize this tool and share it with new 
families within your club. It's also available on the Riley County Extension website. Check the grid for your 
livestock and ensure you meet all tagging or registration requirements.  
 

As a reminder:  
 

    Sheep& Goat Weigh-in/Tagging:  May 4 from 5-7 pm at the Riley County Fairgrounds 
 

    Swine tagging can happen at any time, but must be completed by May 1. Come to the office to 
 borrow the tagger, pick up tags, and pick up the nomination form, due by May 1.  
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Riley County Fair 2026 Open Class Challenge 

 “Scenes of Riley County”  

 

Join us for the Riley County Fair 2026 Open Class “Scenes of Riley 
County” Challenge.  This year the Riley County scene will focus on 
“Flowers of Riley County”.  All pictures must be taken in Riley 
County and a description of the flower(s) and location must be 
included on the back of the photo.  The winning photo will 
receive a special ribbon and will be hung in the Riley County 
Courthouse for one year.  Cropping is allowed, but no digital 
manipulation.  Only ONE entry per person.  Please refer to the 
2026 Riley County fair book for additional requirements when it 
comes out.  Contact the Riley County Extension office with any 
questions about the challenge 785-537-6350.  
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2026 Riley County 4-H Calendar 
  
March  
1   State PRFs DUE 
3      Red Wheel Sales Begin 
2  4-H Council, 7 pm Pottorf Hall 
7 Junior Beef Producer Day 
16 Triple E Exchange MTG– Green Valley CC 
29 Performing Arts Project Workshop; 5-6 pm 
Late March Red Wheel Sales DUE to club  
 
April 
11 Junior Sheep Producer Day 
14 Judges Training  
18 State Shooting Sports Match 
25  Red Wheel Pick-Up, Pottorf Hall  9-9:30 am 
25 Spring into Volunteering Workshop 
25 Plant Science Project Workshop 
TBA Discovery Days Registration DUE 
TBA State Shutterbug Event 
 
May  
1 Swine Nominations DUE to office 
1 Project Add/ Drop Deadline  
1 Fair Royalty Apps DUE  
1  State Livestock Nominations DUE  
1  Bucket Calf Tagging DUE  
4  4-H Council, 7 pm Pottorf Hall  
4 Sheep & Goat Weigh-In/ Tagging,  

Hulbert Arena, 5-7 pm 
10  Fair Royalty Interview; Pottorf Hall 
30-31 Path to Purple Showmanship Camp  
30 YQCA  
TBA Dog Agility Workshop 
TBA Emerald Circle Banquet 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
June 
1 Horse ID Papers DUE 
3-5 Discovery Days, KSU Campus 
10  Fair Royalty Interviews  
12-14 State Geology Field Trip 
19-20 Insect Spectacular; Yates Cents 
TBA Dog Show (Disciplines TBA) 
TBA    Dog Show (Disciplines TBA) 
  
July  
1 Fair Pre-Entries DUE Online 
6 4-H Council, 7 pm Pottorf Hall  
12-22  Triple E Exchange Trip to PA 
15 State Fair Livestock Entries DUE  
15 Fair Fashion Review (including Cloverbuds) 
18 4-H Horse Show 
20 Fair Work Night, Pottorf Hall 
21 4-H Photography Judging 
21 4-H Pet Show 
21  Cloverbud Judging (No Clothing/ Fashion 
 Revue)  
22 4-H Visual Arts Judging 
22 4-H Foods Judging 
23-27 Riley County Fair, Cico Park 
28 Fairground Cleanup  
  
August  
4 State Fair Entry Forms DUE 
15  State Horticulture Judging 
22-23 State Livestock Judging  
31 4-H Council, 7 pm Pottorf Hall 
TBA KJLS Entries DUE 
  
September 
7 Labor Day, Extension Office Closed 
10 State Fair Project DUE to Extension Office 
11-20 Kansas State Fair 
18 Project Report Forms & Awards DUE 
 

   
  
 
 
 
 
 

  

  

 


