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If you have 
something for the  
4-H newsletter, 

please submit it to      
jajobe@ksu.edu 
by the 10 of the 

month.    

How to Reach Us: 

Riley County Extension      John: jajobe@ksu.edu 

110 Courthouse Plaza, RM B220   Brandy: brandymarie@ksu.edu  

Manhattan, KS 66502     4-H Info: 4hinfo@rileycountyks.gov 

785-537-6350      Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 7:30 am to 5 pm 

                              Friday 7:30 am to noon 

RILEY COUNTY  

4-H NEWSLETTER 

2025-2026 4-H Enrollment and Re-Enrollment 

4-H Enrollment opened on October 1 and is done via 4-H Online.  If you have 
forgotten your password, 4-H Online can set you up with a temporary one. If you 
have forgotten your email log-in, PLEASE do not create a second account. Contact 
Brandy and she can assist you. The deadline to enroll and update projects is May 1.  

 

 

The Riley County 
Extension Office will 
be closed December 

24 and reopen on 
January 5 

Riley County 4-H Scholarships Available 

Local scholarships are now available at www.riley.ksu.edu —> 4-H Youth Development 
—> Forms and Resources —> Scholarships  

Local 4-H scholarships need to be turned into the Riley County Extension office by 5 pm 
on Thursday, February 5. If you have questions about filling out the applications, please 
do not hesitate to call John at the Riley County Extension Office for assistance 785-537-
6350.  

State 4-H Scholarships Available 

The Kansas 4-H Scholarship for the 2026 academic year are here https://www.kansas4-
h.org/resources/awards-and-recognition/scholarships.html 

Youth who should be applying for this scholarship should be in their Senior year in High 
School OR OLDER (there are scholarships available for former 4-Hers  who are 
Freshman-Senior in Post-Secondary Education and some that are available to Vet Med 
Students). Applications are due January 5, 2026 

Mark Your Calendar Plant Science 4-Hers! 

There will be free growing media for container gardens to be given out on Saturday, 
April 25, 2026. While it lasts. There will be some containers available or plan to bring 
your own. The pick up will be at the fair grounds near or in the Wreath barn where 
the garage sales take place. Stop-by between 8:30 – 11 am. There may be some plants 
and seeds available that would go in the containers. Yet to be determined.   

Reference Letters for Scholarships 

Now is the time to ask for reference letters (teachers, club leaders, coaches, etc.). Here is a 
great resource  https://summer.harvard.edu/blog/how-to-ask-for-a-letter-of-
recommendation/#Why-are-Letters-of-Recommendation-Important 

mailto:brandymarie@ksu.edu
https://v2.4honline.com
https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/awards-and-recognition/scholarships.html
https://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/awards-and-recognition/scholarships.html
https://summer.harvard.edu/blog/how-to-ask-for-a-letter-of-recommendation/#Why-are-Letters-of-Recommendation-Important
https://summer.harvard.edu/blog/how-to-ask-for-a-letter-of-recommendation/#Why-are-Letters-of-Recommendation-Important
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4-H Council Dates for 2025-2026  

Monday, November 3, 2025; Monday, January 5, 2026; Monday, March 2, 2026; Monday, May 4, 
2026; Monday, July 6, 2026; Monday, August 31, 2026.   

Each club is allowed to have 5 voting representatives: 3 youth and 2 adults. 

4-H Showcase Event 2026  

Our 4-H Showcase event will take place on Saturday, February 14 at Riley County grade school, with 
events beginning at 8:30 am go until early afternoon.  As part of the event we will have photography, 
horticulture, and livestock skillathon. Pickle Talks will be back again this year!  For this years event we will 
offer a project showcase expo in the gymnasium for the first time ever!  Pre-registration can be found here.  
Start the planning process now for the February event.  See you there! 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1vMprqtHt-zHa6mwZQg951paTyy_1t1mOd0GyJUF9WO8/edit?usp=sharing.    

Take on the Heaviest Onion Challenge for Fair 2026 

Congratulations to Brianna Britt on winning the Largest Pepper Challenge at the 2025 Riley County Fair.  The 
2026 fair will look to host the heaviest onion (any kind) contest. Contact the Riley County Extension office if 
you have any questions,  785-537-6350.  

Importance of attending 4-H Council  

Our Riley County 4-H Council serves as a vital component to our month-to-month programming. Club 
representative to take vital information back and report to their club.  4-H Council plans and implements 
county-wide events, oversees funding request, and votes to make necessary changes to our program.  Each 
club is allowed to have (5) voting representatives (3) youth and (2) adults. I would strongly encourage you to 
exercise that right throughout the year. You don’t have a be a Council Representative to attend. It is open to all 
4-Hers and parents.  The 4-H Council dates are ABOVE.  Starting in January, we will be serving pizza 
starting 6:30 pm for all 4-H Council meetings.   

Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge (YEC) 2026 
 

Are you a high school-age youth living or attending school in Riley County?  Have you ever had an idea for a 
business or product, but haven’t had the outlet or guidance to put together a business plan or prototype?  Well 
HERE is your chance to make it happen…and earn some MONEY!  

In partnership with the Manhattan Chamber of Commerce, Riley County Extension, Network Kansas, SPARK 
and generous donations from local donors, we will be hosting our 8th Youth Entrepreneurship Challenge 
(YEC) event on Wednesday, March 4 at the Manhattan Town Center Mall.  Participants will have the 
opportunity to compete against other young entrepreneurs for $3,000 + in cash. 

The competition consist of (3) components including; the submission of a simple business plan, the creation of 
a tabletop trade show booth, and finally a 5-6 minutes formal presentation in front of a panel of judges.  All 
three of these components will be judged based on a specific set of predetermined criteria.   

If this sounds like something you would like to be a part of, I would love to get you started by sharing event 
specifics, including the scoring rubrics use by judges, but also the template for creating a solid business plan.   

To recap, if you’re high school age, living or attending school in Riley County, are interested in business or 
entrepreneurship, and are willing to create a business plan, tradeshow booth, and present a 5-6 minute 
presentation, you will have the chance to win a portion of the $3,000 + in cash.  Call the Riley County 
Extension office or email me at jajobe@ksu.edu to get started today. 

4-H Showcase STEM Challenge! 

Test your speed, strategy, and engineering skills at the STEM Relay – new this year at the 2026 4-H 
Showcase (RCGS February 14)!  It’s a race against the clock to complete a series of building, balancing, and 
puzzle solving challenges. Bring your friends and see who the STEM Relay superstar will be! The STEM 
Challenge and all STEM activities will be in the gym. 

https://u12788118.ct.sendgrid.net/ls/click?upn=u001.oXK1VHix7ZwVocOvReK3ExxU1RWCa2ndFuZRiWAfB49F4dobbOvjrJCXfAI3mVYXVfGZ5I-2BfWd-2FzM0gmIOPnYSSlMe29LrZ80m5qO120dBK3UN-2BB8wNJAT-2FvB0mPg-2B-2BEDshAPU0bKRZBjLRNCiHCww-3D-3D-AWb_eKZgws2CZ0J8aXGt414ZFfZ7-2FPETGLVO
mailto:jajobe@ksu.edu
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Riley County 4-H Showcase: Youth Livestock Skillathon  

Rules: The livestock skillathon contest is a fun and challenging way for youth to test 
their livestock knowledge. The contest is an individual contest, but adult helpers will 
be available to assist with any questions. Adults will be at each station to help 4-Hers 
get started and answer any questions. Parents are not allowed to help 4-Her’s and cell 
phones are not allowed throughout the contest. 

Location: The event will be hosted at the Riley County 4-H Showcase on  
February 14, 2026 at the Riley County Grade School in the Gym. 

Possible Classes: 

· Livestock Equipment Identification  · Breed Identification  · Quality Assurance Exercise 
· Retail Meat Cut Identification  · Meat Judging   · Feed and Forage Identification 
· Animal Anatomy    · Written Exam Questions · Animal Health and Management
   
 
Age Divisions: 

· Junior (7-9) 
· Intermediate (10-13) 
· Senior (14-18) 
· Adult 
 
 
Tie Breakers:Ties will be broken on the tiebreaker question set. If that  does not break the tie, the individual 
with the highest written exam score will be declared the winner. 

Awards: Scores will be tabulated after the contest concludes and shared via 
email. Champions will be announced in the next month’s 4-H newsletter, and 
belt buckles will be placed in the club boxes for leaders to present to  
individuals at their next club meeting. The champion of each age division will 
receive a belt buckle sponsored by community donors. The winner of  
the adult division will receive a certificate and bragging rights for the year. 

 

Riley County 4-H Horse Judging and Horse Panorama  

Kansas 4-H, Kansas Quarter Horse Association, and EquiFest of Kansas are teaming 
up to host the 2026 Kansas State 4-H Horse Judging Contest. The  
Contest will be held January 23, 2026, in conjunction with EquiFest of Kansas in To-
peka. 
 
Kansas 4-H members age 9-18 are invited to participate in the 4-H contest, and may also participate in the 
open contest. Youth of any age are eligible to participate in the open contest hosted by Kansas Quarter Horse 
Association. Cost to enter the 4-H contest is $25. Registration for the open contest is $15. Coaches should 
register teams and individuals here. Please be sure to read all rules prior to entry- 4-H Horse Judging rules. 
 
Riley County plans to put together a team(s). They plan to host practices. Those will be announced soon.  
 
Interested in being a part of the Horse Judging/Panorama team? Please contact Jenny Bormann  
minickbormann@gmail.com  

https://www.equifestofks.com/horsejudgingentry
https://www.kansas4-h.org/educational-experiences/project-based-events/contests/horse-judging/
mailto:minickbormann@gmail.com
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Leaders and Parents  

4-H Project Day Ideas?...Let us Know. 
 

Riley County 4-H is currently looking for passionate individuals to host project days during the next year.  Do 
you have a skill or hobby you would be willing to share with other 4-Hers across the county?   In addition, we 
are always looking for touring ideas for 4-Hers and families.  Contact Brandy or John if this is of interest,  
785-537-6350.  

Now Accepting Credit Card Payments! 

We’re pleased to announce that the Extension Office is now able to accept credit card payments for 4-H-
related fees and services!  This added payment option offers more convenience for our 4-H families. You can 
now use most major credit cards to pay for: Event registrations, project registrations, and more!  

Payments can be made securely in person, in the office, or over the phone.  For some of our events, the link to 
pay will be in the confirmation email. 
 

Please note: A 2.5% convenience fee will be added to all credit card transactions to help cover processing 
costs. 
 

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact the Extension Office—we’re happy to assist! 

Area Project Report Form Due Dates  

Project Reports attending the NE-AREA screening need to be turned in to the Riley County Extension office by  
5 pm on Monday , January 5.  They will be screened on January 16 at Pottorf Hall.  

Consider in January 

• Encourage families enroll/re-enroll via 4-H Online  

• Make sure families are receiving emails from the Extension Office (at least weekly) 

• Create club goals for the new year  

• Start talking to families about attending the Annual Showcase event (February 14; RCGS)  

• Encourage seniors to apply for county and state 4-H scholarships  

• Invite Mr. Jobe to a club meeting  

• Make sure 4-H Council Reps are attending meetings as voting representatives of your club  

• Check on progress/needs of committees & parent volunteers/leaders.      . 

• Start the conversation about exhibiting at county fair with new families  

Welcoming New Families  

As new families come into your club, please make sure you have assigned someone to greet these families and 
make them feel welcome.  Feeling welcome can be the difference between a family staying with the 4-H 
program for years to come, or dropping out after a few meetings. New Family Handbooks are available at the 
Extension Office to share with your new families.  
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4-Hers hosted a toy drive at the 
Manhattan Public Library on 
December 14th. Thank you to all 
those who donated!  



 6 

 

Riley County Fair 2026 Open Class Challenge 

 “Scenes of Riley County”  

 

Join us for the Riley County Fair 2026 Open Class “Scenes of Riley 
County” Challenge.  This year the Riley County scene will focus on 
“Flowers of Riley County”.  All pictures must be taken in Riley 
County and a description of the flower(s) and location must be 
included on the back of the photo.  The winning photo will 
receive a special ribbon and will be hung in the Riley County 
Courthouse for one year.  Cropping is allowed, but no digital 
manipulation.  Only ONE entry per person.  Please refer to the 
2026 Riley County fair book for additional requirements when it 
comes out.  Contact the Riley County Extension office with any 
questions about the challenge 785-537-6350.  
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Will meet in January  

Topic TBD 
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2025-2026 Riley County 4-H Calendar 
December 
14       Riley County 4-H Toy Drive; 1:30-3:30 
24-Jan 5    Christmas Holiday, Office Closed 
 
January  
1-2 NYE Holiday, Ext. Office Closed 
5  4-H Council, 7 pm Pottorf Hall 
5 Area 4-H Project Reports DUE 
5 State 4-H Scholarship DUE 
16 NE Area PRF Screening, Pottorf Hall  
19 MLK Jr. Day, Extension Office Closed 
23 State Horse Judging 
TBA 4-H Showcase Pre-Entry DUE 
TBA Riley County 4-H Rabbit Project Meeting 
  
February 
5 Scholarships DUE to Extension office  
14 Riley County Showcase, RCGS 
15-16 Citizenship in Action, Topeka  
16 Presidents Day, Extension Office Closed 
21 Beef Weigh-In; Fairgrounds  1-3 pm 
21-22 Horse Panorama, Rock Springs 
22 Performing Arts Project Workshop; 5-6 pm 
 
 
March  
1   State PRFs DUE 
1      Red Wheel Sales Begin 
2  4-H Council, 7 pm Pottorf Hall 
7 Junior Beef Producer Day 
29 Performing Arts Project Workshop; 5-6 pm 
Late March Red Wheel Sales DUE  
TBA YQCA, 6-8 pm, Clover Room  
 
April 
11 Junior Sheep Producer Day 
18 State Shooting Sports Match 
25  Red Wheel Pick-Up, Pottorf Hall  9-9:30 am 
25 Spring into Volunteering Workshop 
25 Plant Science Project Workshop 
TBA Discovery Days Registration DUE 
TBA Fair Royalty Applications DUE 
TBA State Shutterbug Event 
  
 
 
 
 
 

 Updated 11/25/2025 

 
K-State Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer.   

May  
1 Project Add/ Drop Deadline  
4  4-H Council, 7 pm Pottorf Hall  
4 Sheep & Goat Weigh-In/ Tagging,  

Hulbert Arena, 5-7 pm 
TBA Dog Agility Workshop 
TBA Fair Royalty Interview; Pottorf Hall 
TBA Emerald Circle Banquet 
 
June 
1 Horse ID Papers DUE 
3-5 Discovery Days, KSU Campus 
12-14 State Geology Field Trip 
19-20 Insect Spectacular; Yates Cents 
TBA Dog Show (Disciplines TBA) 
TBA    Dog Show (Disciplines TBA) 
  
July  
1 Fair Pre-Entries DUE Online 
6 4-H Council, 7 pm Pottorf Hall  
15 State Fair Livestock Entries DUE  
15 Fair Fashion Review 
18 4-H Horse Show 
20 Fair Work Night, Pottorf Hall 
21 4-H Photography Judging 
21 4-H Pet Show 
21  Cloverbud Judging (No Clothing/ Fashion 
 Revue)  
22 4-H Visual Arts Judging 
22 4-H Foods Judging 
23-27 Riley County Fair, Cico Park 
28 Fairground Cleanup  
  
August  
4 State Fair Entry Forms DUE 
15  State Horticulture Judging 
22-23 State Livestock Judging  
31 4-H Council, 7 pm Pottorf Hall 
TBA KJLS Entries DUE 
  
September 
7 Labor Day, Extension Office Closed 
10 State Fair Project DUE to Extension Office 
11-20 Kansas State Fair 
18 Project Report Forms & Awards DUE 
 

     
 
 
 
 
 


